
A low-fat mapping



Client Sees Only The Mapping Block
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Client
● Sees only the mapping block
● No need to search annotations within tables
● The model knowledge is sufficient to process any table instance



Syntax: Pro & Con 
● Cons

○ New XML elements
○ Un bit more chatty than <GROUP>
○ Reputable for being complex

● Pros
○ Indépendant from data blocks
○ Easy to retrieve data elements from 

different tables
○ The parser has just to read the 

mapping blocks, indirections are 
resolved in the inner data model of 
the library.

○ Classes can have multiple instances 
■ Ex: 2 positions with 2 different 

frames



Python API (prototype)

Parser init

Data extraction 

Plot

The client has just to know a few keys 
pointing to real data data



Possible Workflow for a Data Provider

VO-DML Model

model.vo-dml.xml

Mapping Template
Lite mapping block with 
unresolved references

Annotation Generator
Python prototype does exist

Raw VOtable Annotated VOtable 

Update of the Mapping 
References
Script, handcraft, …
The same  mapping block can be 
valid for a whole data collection or 
for any response of a given DAL 
service

Mapping block


